


Christmas Blessings  
 
The year of 2015 has been very busy for 
Trinity.  Much of what we accomplished 
together could not have been successful 
without the commitment and dedication of so 
many of our community members.  
 
I would like to especially recognize the 
leadership provided to our special programs 
and projects this year, including: our 
Wardens - Bob Moore and Mel Oxley; our 
Business Group Chair - Evie Beard; our 
Chair of Buildings and Grounds - Ralph 
Gilcreest and Nadine Gilcreest, who headed 
up our St. Nicolas Day Craft Fair; SCRIP 
Card Coordinator – David Cunningham; our 
Kitchen Coordinator - Ruth Madden; financial 
data tracker - Dianne McCormack; Wednesday Wisdom Coordinator – Nancy Smith; this year’s 
President of St. Mary’s Altar Guild - Gwen Gentry; our new Website Master and Newsletter 
Designer -  Emily Malmevik; our resident servant Franciscan in the Order of St. Claire – Patty 
O’Brien; and Bill Bartley, who co-coordinates the Acolyte Program with Ralph Gilcreest.  I am 
additionally grateful for all our Vestry members, our Officers and the amazing Trinity Staff – our 
organizational life and ministries could not be as vital as they are without any of you.  Trinity is 

a community truly blessed. 
 
In the midst of this busy time of preparation, may 
you know the joys and wonders of the Advent and 
Christmas Seasons.  May Christ’s Peace reign in 
your heart, and may God - who has promised to 
make all things new – bless you with the gifts of 
hope, companionship and love as we journey 
together to behold the Birth of Our Lord. 
 
In the Joyful Expectation of Advent and Promise of 
Christmas, 
 
Pastor Rachel+  
 
The Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton, Rector 

I liked kitties from an early age…  

Don and Geoff Taber  



Click Here for a Holiday Greeting from the Trinity Staff! 

http://www.jibjab.com/view/G70XF727Qb68S4UMOYrYHw


 

Longest Night “Blue” Eucharist - Monday, December 21  

7:00 PM 

For people who have experienced personal loss or difficult circumstances in life, 
the Christmas time can be very challenging.  While most folks are celebrating 
the season, people experience grief and loss (of loved ones, careers, health or 
former relationships) need a way to both honor/recognize their loss or challenge 
while also noting the quiet hope of Christ born on Earth.  The “Blue” Eucharist 
service will provide a Christmas worship service that is quietly reflective, with the 
opportunity for those who attend to formally remember those they have lost and 
may choose to also receive the sacrament of healing (anointing), in addition to 
communion.  Come to the quiet; Christ is there, too.  

 

Christmas Eve Services - Thursday, December 24  

5:00PM – Family Service, Rite II, with Choral Music and Pageant of the Nativity 

 

9:30PM – Choral and Community Carols 

 

10:00PM – Sung Service, Rite II, with Incense 

 

Christmas Day Celtic Christmas, Friday, December 25  

10:00 AM 

Episcopal-Anglican Celtic Tradition Service, Rite III, with simple instrumental 
accompaniment and Creation-centered prayer, influenced in part by traditions 
from the Iona Community (located on the Isle of Iona, off the west coast of 
Scotland).  



 

 

From the Senior Warden, 

 

Deborah and I wish everyone a healthy, happy and loving holiday season. 

Thanks everyone for a great year at Trinity with many more to come. 

 

In your service, 

 

Bob Moore 



Gratitude 

“The best of all gifts at Christmas is the presence of a happy family all wrapped 

up in each other.” 

This photo is of my family back in 

1984.  There I am in my Sally 

Jesse Raphael glasses; my sister 

with her Texas hair; my brother 

and sister-in-law looking joyous 

and my mother overseeing her 

domain. We seem to be missing 

several small children and for the 

life of us we don’t know where 

they were or who was taking the 

photo.  My family is spread over 

several provinces and states; consequently, we all cannot be together at 

Christmas.  But we share old photos and tell and retell stories and laugh as we 

journey back in time. 

For this I am very grateful.  I am grateful for the joy these people bring to 

my life; I am grateful for my friends and coworkers who are like family to me. I 

am grateful for music and work and dogs and nice weather and good health.  I 

am grateful for comforts – heat; hot water; espresso and good books. And I am 

grateful to all of you whom I have had the privilege and opportunity to meet and 

greet and come to know on a more personal level here at Trinity Episcopal 

Church.  Thank you all for the opportunity to work together over the past year; 

for your gifts and contributions to your church home; to your Pastor, your Vestry 

and Staff.  And from our Buildings and Grounds Committee, I am grateful for 

your continued contributions both of time and money as we strive to make God’s 

home a welcoming retreat.  May you enjoy all the happiness the season can 

bring, and may His eternal love bring you peace throughout the coming year. 



 
It has been my joy again this year to serve you and Trinity as your treasurer. 
Thank you for all you do, day in and day out to make Trinity the great Church 
family we are today. Here is wishing you and yours a blessed and peaceful 
Christmas filled with the spirit from years past; when times were simpler, and we 
seemed to settle back more with family and celebrate the true meaning of the 
season. May you find the joy our Savior brings to our lives each and every day 
this holiday season. Together, let’s make the New Year the best ever for us here 
at Trinity, and continue to build a legacy that will last for generations to come. 
 
David Kosar 



When Jesus was born the shepherds came with their 

sheep and the star helped the wise men get to Jesus. 

The ox breathed on Jesus so he was warm. Also, Mary 

rode a donkey to get to Bethlehem where she had Jesus. 

Lastly, Jesus laid in the trough and the cow went to get 

her food and she saw the baby instead.  



Thank you very much to all the volunteers who contributed time and talent to 
programs for children, youth and adults in 2015: 

For Journey to Adulthood: Diana Baird, Amy Trost, Melodie Oxley, David 
Kosar, Kelly DiCicco, John Heberling, Bob Moore, Eileen Bernat. 

For Weaving God’s Promises: Patty O’Brien, Sharon Nunn, Kristen Finley and 
most recently, Janet Kowalski. Because of Janet’s generosity and Sharon’s 
faithful service, Weaving God’s Promises now has a second adult every 
Sunday. 

For Godly Play: Rachael Bauer, Kristen Finley, Victoria Baker, Dan Bauer, 
Kirsten Zenie and Alexia Halle.  

For hosting junior high students during JYC weekend at the end of November: 

The Gregorys, O’Briens, Bensons, Maddens and Emily Malmevik, Siri Neal, 
and Melody Oxley. 

Many people have supported the children’s programs by donating supplies and 
snacks. 

Thank you to Gwen Gentry and the Altar Guild for remembering the children’s 
altar with flowers. 

I would also like to thank John and Ruth Madden and Vera Rome for my 
Cursillo experience, which gave me tools to deepen my own faith journey and 
to help others do the same. 

Christian “formation” has “mushy boundaries”. Many other ministries offer ways 
to praise or serve the Lord. Two ministries which have enriched formation for 
children and youth are Acolytes and Music. Thanks to Bill Bartley and Ralph 
Gilcreest, older children and youth have some guidance, new vestments and 
hopefully a new appreciation for the liturgy. The students enrich our liturgy 
immeasurably. 

Finally, thank you to the Trinity Vestry for subsidizing part of my tuition for 
Education for Ministry and College of Congregational Development. 

May your faith life in 2016 be continually supported by your faith community at 
Trinity. 

 

Sincerely, Leah Timberlake 

Director of Christian Formation 



Christmas Wishes and Thank You from 

Nadine Gilcreest 

Many, many thanks to all of you who helped make the St. Nicholas Day Craft 

Fair happen! 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Design Team: Aileen Barker, Evie Beard, Marie 
Bond, Suze Feld, Ruth Madden, Patty O’Brien, Nancy Stengele, Sandee 
Wheeler and Pastor Rachel Taber-Hamilton. 
 
I would also like to thank the Trinity Vestry: Bob Moore, Melody Oxley, Harry 
Stengele, John Heberling, Ben Baird, Ruth Madden, Patty O’Brien, Katie 
Prettyman, Lisa Wright, and Susan Vegsund 
 
The event would not have been possible without the generosity of time and 
talent of our many Volunteers and Donors.  I would like to thank: Barbara 
Linvog, Carol Bartley, Bill Bartley, Susan Vegsund, Gwen Gentry, Darcy 
Conseco, Ray Smith, Brenda Congdon, Deb Moore, Dianna Baird, Finian Baird, 
Tiernan Baird, Bill O’Brien, Father Wayne Bond, Father Bob Dunn, Sarah Bond, 
Linda Emerson, Carolyn Rose, Theresa Rose, Leah Timberlake, Lilly Zenie, 
Elaine Zenie, Jennifer Henriksen, Emily Malmevik, Judith Ballantyne, Patricia 
McCollum-Stephen and family, Mary Lynne Clark, Janet Kowalski, Julie Rozell, 
and Kristi Beard. 
 
I am also very grateful for the caroling proved by the talents of our choir.  I 
would like to thank: David Spring , Dianne McCormack, Nancy Smith, Sue 
Brown, Barbara Harvey, Tom Munyon , Nick Fuchs , Norman Gregory, Ray 
Smith, John Heberling, Eileen Bernat. Mary Lynne Clark, and Barb Linvog 
 
Finally, I would like to 
extend a very special 
Thank you to our Parish 
Administrator, Kelly 
DiCicco, for his 
wonderful 
administrative support. 
 
Thank you, everyone, 
and may you have a 
very Merry Christmas! 





Merry Christmas from Allen Hicks 
  

A year ago Bishop Greg wanted me to attend another Episcopal so I could see 
another setting and 'broaden' my perspectives -- plus he wanted an unbiased 
opinion of me with regards to possible progression towards Holy Orders.  I 
started attending St, Margaret's by Factoria this past January and was there 
through October.  They are a very good church with a lot of really nice people 
there.  They do a lot of things but have their own challenges like all churches 
do.  I must have done something right because the rector there, Chris Jillard, 
wrote a very nice letter of recommendation to the Bishop about me because in 
mid-October he made me a postulant for Holy Orders.  In January, I will start 
serving at St Philips in Marysville for a number of months.  There are some 
other hoops I need to jump through this year but I am doing what is asked of me 
by the Bishop, meeting a lot of really nice people, and moving ahead with my 
tract for possible ordination in a year or so.  But through it all, Trinity is still my 
home and I miss seeing all the folks there on a regular basis.   

  

Peace,  

Allen Hicks 



 




